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We read after we blow the shofar, "Happy is the people who:knows the Teruah." we
know that there are 3 notes that are blown on the shofar, the Tekish, the Teruah,
and the Shvorim. Why is it that in this sentence we say, "Happy is the people

who knows the Teruah"? What about the other notes of the shofar?

We know that in life we are called upon to face our problems, .on Rosh Hashonna
especially. People confuse fun with happiness. Fun is something that is outside
ourselves and you are only havimg fun during the time that you are doing it.

Fun is a distraction from our problems. Happiness comes when we know that we

can solve our problems. Happiness is a state of mind which comes when three strands
are interwoven, when we reach self-set goals, when 'we know that .we are loved for
ourselves, and when we know that we can bring joy to others. When we hear the

call of the shofar we are reminded of the fact that happiness can never be achieved
directly. It can only be achieved indirectly. The Tekish stands for the call

of self-fulfilled goals. Unfortunately, in America that is the only way that

we feel we can be happy and that is to achieve our ambition, our goals, even if

it means jettisoning our people and our family. Judaism says that will never

waork. You have to have the Tekiah, the Shvorim, and the Teruah.' The Shvorim
stands for family, for the interaction of individuals, and we must have family.
Therefore, if people jettison their family for the sake of their ambition they:

are really short-circuiting their happiness. However, there is also another element.
We also have to learn how to bring joy to others. We have to be a member of the
community. Other peoples have also self-set goals and other peoples also are
interested in family, but it is the unique Jewish thing to be interested in community,
community which extends throughout the world. When we pray on Rosh Hashonna we

pray for the whole world. We know that we not .only have to fulfill our goals

vis a vis ourselves and our family but also the world. G-d said that we have

three responsibilities: a responsibility to him, to ourselves.and our family,

and to the world. When we hear the call of the shofar we have to realize that
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we have these responsibilities. We have to make sure that we fulfill them. Therefore,
everybody who works for the community, who works to help G-d make this a better

place is fulfilling his responsibility to G-d and also bringing joy to others.

We all know that if we will be able to fulfill self-set goals, know that we are

loved for ourselves by our families, and know that we can bring joy to others,

that we can bring redemption to the world.

1 am so happy to be associated with a group of people who know the importance
of community and who are willing to bring joy to others and do G-d's work by helping

bring the day closer when the world will truly be redeemed. Amen.




